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incompatible with Christian civilization; for
becoming interested in the buildng up and
ownership of communities, cities, States,
Territories, or any dependencies of this gov-
ernment; to form a more appreciative part
of the government to which we are so loval

and subservient in time of peace, and for |

which we pledge our sacred lives in time
of war; for helping to make the Declaration
of Independence as sacred and as dear in
reality as it is in name; for helping to make
valid the last three amendfnents to the Con-
stitution of the United States: for formu-
lating means of self protection, and aec-
cordingly self preservation: for these and
such other reasonable purposes as befit the
dignity and patriotism of American citizens,
we do hereby form ourselves into one com-
pact body and adopt the following constitu-
tion:*’
ARTICLE 1.
Name.

The name of this organization shall be
“The American Protective League.” The
above is a eitation from the constitution of
The American Protective Leagué¢ and sets
forth clearly and distinetly its aims and ob-
jects. Founded March 16th, 1898, copy-
righted in 1900, by Mr. Joseph W. Hender-
son, of Providence, R, I., and incorporated
under the laws of the State of New Jersey
in 1901. It has come to remain until the
objects which
‘which are so clearly defined in its declara-
tion of principles, are all put Into practical
operation.

The American Protective League was or-
ganized for business, at Indianapolis, Ind.,
July 31, Aug. 1 and 2, 1900, and Jos. W.
Henderson, its founder, was elected Presi-
dent.

It is a mnational organization of colored
men, women and echildren. The entrance
fee is only one penny per week, or 52 cents
per yvear. If only one Negro in ten of our
present Negro population contributed this
small pittance per week, the result would
be $1.660 per day; £10,000 per week, or £520, -
000 per year. If all should do so, its daily
income from this source alone would be
$£16.600 per day, $100,000 per week, or £5.-
200,000 per year.

Since ‘‘the minutest thing Is part of a
magnitude,” it will be seen at a glance that
the possibilities of a penny whe:: directed
in right channels are amazing to contem-
plate.

The American Protective League has not
“‘despised the day of small things,”” for it
has already demonstrated in the most prac-
ticable way what can be accomplished with
4 penny when enough of them are gathered
together for business purposes.

With a united organization composed of
branch leagues scattered all over the coun-
try, and an aggregate membership of 100,-
000 of all sexes and ageés, it has done what
no Negro organization has ever done and
with less noise and publicity. Its first busi-
ness enterprise was the purchase of Rome,
a townsite comprising 3,000, building lots
in Hunterdon County, N. J.. situate on a
beautiful plateau 600 feet above the level
of the sea, and the only County in the
State of New Jersey that has not s single
marsh or pool of stagnant water in it. It is
ten miles wide, fifteen miles long, and is
nearly level.

This is the great fruit district of New
Jersey; the finest grazing land in the State,
and the most healthful spot west of
Colorado.

Near at hand are valuable cement de-
posits, and fire and brick clays are abun-
dant.

Mapufacturing establishments are conti-

gions on every side, and a creamery with
A4 reputation second io none in the world
is already in operation near the center of
the town of Rome.
) ‘l'.lw American Protective I.eague owns,
' Its own right, every foot of this land,
and it proposes to found a model Negro
town there with the stray pennles of colared
men, women and children who have faith
in Negro capacity for doing the things that
white men are doing with less money and
less experience, -

The town of Rome is already laid out and
Negro skilled artisans and mechanies, wheo
must be members of the League, will build
and beautify it,

It is a healthy agricultural distriet,
situate about two miles from Pitistown, §
Lebigh Valley R. R. Station. The communl.
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called it into being, and |

' of this assertion.

the League is £5 per share. For a limited
period only, and to encourage prospective
purchasers, it will be sold for $1 per share.

This is only a beginning of the work con
templated by this organization for its pos-
sibilities are almost countiess and its re-
sources are unlimited.

A little ecalculation will prove the truth
That it is demonstrable

no fair minded man will deny. It at once

;ilipl‘:lls to the common sense sand l'”l‘“"

| spirit of every Negro who has a cent's worth
{ of interest in himself or his race.

What the League has
plished with the loyal support and en-
couragement of believing thousands who
have rallied to its suppeort in its effort to
find a way out is sufficient answer to the
critics and doubting thousands who haven’'t
the time or the inclination to form a delib-
erate opinion of the feasibility and practi-
bility of the plan, even if they knew how.
But the American Protective League is not
concerned about the views of the wise, and
otherwise eritics touching its plan. It is
succeeding admirably well, and the plain
people are contributing to its success in a
way which shows that the plain people
know a good thing when they see it.

The American Protective League offers
cheaper rates of membership than any other
Negro organization in the country—352 cents
per year—no more no less. There are no

already accom-

| sick or death benefits aceruing from mem-

bership therein.

The only benefit to be derived from mem-
bership is, that in all communities to be
built up with the money thus contributed
to the support of the League, its members
will be preferred in all employment and
business enterprises set up and maintained
by this annual tax and other moneys de-
rived in a legitimate manner. The idea is
best expressed in the word reciprocity.

On cur properties in Rome, New Jersey,
there is to be established a cannery, and a
brick yard for the manufacture of vitrified
brick. These industries will give employ-
ment to hundreds of Negroes. Connection
is to be made with Lehigh Valley R. R..
which is two miles distant from Rome. and
the railroad will be constructed by Negro
laborers, members of the League.

When workingmen and their families sei-
tle in any community they must have the
necessities of life.

The baker, butcher, shoemaker, grocer,
druggist, elothier, ete.., ete.. are all neces-
sary to the comfort and happiness of the
sons of toil, as also of those who are not
reduced to the necessity of toiling. Thus
it will be seen that the town of Rome, N. J..
will in no particular be different from other
towns except that it will be populated by
an industrious and thrifty class of Negroes,
desirous of being independent and willing
10 pay a penny a week to secure frue in-
dependence, which is the basis of real man-
hood and womanhood.

There are to be no drones at Rome, there
won’'t be room for them. The time has
come for the Negro to do something for him-
self. He has been too long eating bread
earned by the sweat of the white man's
brow and blowing about his advancement
wl ile being propped up by white men’s dol-
lars and sympathy.

It is up to him now to be a man, and to
prove himself a man by supporting a race
organization which offers him an oppor-
tunity to better his condition at the cheap-
est rates ever before offered by any of the
many worthy rad& orzsanizations through-
out the country.

No sane man will for a moment deny that
the Negro organized cannot raise £3 200,000
in a year by this peany scheme. It can be
done and it will be done.

How? Well, that is another story. The
Prudential Life Insurance Company has a
magnificent granite building in Newark. N.
J., where our branch office is I6cated, which
occupies almost an entire block., which has
been built and furnished by money collected
in weekly sums of from 5 cents to 50 cents
from the poorer classes of all races.

It has reduced the system of collecting
these small sums to a positive science, and
the plan works smoothly and suceessfully.

Organization, application, and action con-
stitute three important elements of busi-
ness success, Why may not Negroes of in-
teiligence and the genius for organizing
sacceed as well &3 white men of intelli-
gence, and the genigs for organizing?
The Awmerican Protective League has & ays-
tem which bag beap ecarefully daveloped and

who has an opportunity to prove what is in
him. )

$100,000 worth of convertible improvement
bonds with interest at 6 per cent., pavable
in gold on the first day of July of each year,
redeemable on or bhefore July 1st, 1915,
based on 2,750 unsold lots and other land
in Rome, N. J., duly authorized by the
League July 1, 1901, have been issued and
will be disposed of by its fiscal agent, a
reputable broker and attorney of Newark,
N. J., among investors in good real ostate
securities, who wish to realize on their in-
vestments.

A sinking fund is provided for by setting
apart 50 per cent. of the net proceeds of the
sale of lots and lands, and the bonds are
vonvertable and will be exchanged at the
Company’'s office for any unsold lots in
Rome at or before July 1, 1902, This is
business and it will appeal to every bausi-
ness man who understands business pro-
cedure.

The good faith and the honesty of the
League is expressed in the provision
“nominated in the bond."” setting aside a
sinking fund to secure present and pros
pective investors in its commercial paper
from loss. Its common stock and the lots
purchased from it by members i{s then se-
cured from loss, and every dollar placed
with it is backed by another dollar, and the
laws of the State of, New Jersey protect it.
The American Protective League is what
its name implies. Its mission is to do good;
to help and protect black humanity; to
direct its pennies into useful channels for
the common good; to elevate the Negro from
the condition of a perapetetic beggar, and to
make him independent by making him see
the possibilities that now lie hidden in the
wasted pennies of a prodigal and heretofore
happy-go-lucky element of the race.

The League invites correspondence from
Lthose who may be interested In irs work
toward tae uplifting of the race, and re-
spectfully requests the readers of this news-
paper who may at aany time visit Newark
to call at its branch office and convince
themselves that it is really doing business
and means to suceceed.

The headquarters and main offices of the
League will be located at Providence, R. 1..
from whence will issue shortly its official
organ, The New England Torehlight. Mr.
Joseph W, Henderson is founder, and Na-
tional President of the League, and J. E.
Bruce is its National Secretary. Persons
desiring emplovment as organizer and
agents will communicate with the American
Protective League, Providence, R. 1., U. S.
A., enclesing stamp for reply. No attention
will be paid to communications not accoms-
panied by stamps. We want good, reliable
agents in all parts of the counnir. and will
pay liberal commission to the right persons.
Men, women and children can serve the
League in this capacity and make money for
themselves.

It would take all the space in the news-
paper te explain fully the scape and aims
of the League and the magnitude of its
work. 'We believe that we have the solu-
tion of one end of the problem. and so bhe-
lieving we intend to solve it if it can be
done by intelligent and conscientious ap-
plication to the work before us. We have
“bikked our wagon to a star” and whenever
you see that particular star look for our
wagon.

BRUCE GRIT.

A Bacred Musicale,

The sacred musicale held at Mrs.
Collins, 465 E street, southwest, was
well attended Scnday evenicg. The
programme consisted of a solo by Mr.
Scott of Atlantic City, msiramenptal
solo, Miss Mamie Collins, recitation by
Miss Gertrude Dowling. Solo, Mr,
S8abbs, march, Sousa Miss Mand Dow-
ling. Among those present were Mr.
Lucius Thompsem, Mrs. Dr. Coliins.
Prof. Jones, Rev. Philipps, D. D., acd
many cthers. Miss Louise Collins was

Mistress of ceromonies,
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SUMMER RESORTS.

ADAMS ROUSE

582—584 Broadway, Opposite
ALBANY. N. Y
EurorPEAN Pran, T. H. Digas, Prop

T

Special attention paid to Private Dinners, Lun
cheons. etc. Ladies’ Dining Rooms up stair
d.adies’ Entrance to Cafe, 631 James St

Telephone 1840 D.
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Up-to-date Decorating Interior Tinting
R. E. REXCHER,

The leading colored artistic desizner

and wall paperist
2 Compiete Btock
. " bl Barmicha 3 Work done
Estimates and Samples furms :

here in town can be inspected a

Rencher,
2911 7tn N. W,

Wall Papering. 2inting
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What The Yeero Needs!
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Reasonable but good pianc
Begluners a Specialty.
Call on or address
J. HiLLArY TAVLCR,

sStudio - = 111 D St,5 B
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That $10.00 per week Sick and 5»7' od, if oalf
would be a very good th to have ares
for Pin Money ? Special Rate ;

this paper. Call or drop a postai !l P
B. H. BAKER, General és

For District of C _' 1 bia a 'y
Royal Benefit Socie™¥

Room 6o Loan and worlip
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THE KEYSTONE PA RE.

The Keystone Park, Suitland
and ready for business €
house with large and imor
fresh water with gar '
number of select couples or pe can s TH
dated. Everything 1s stnict orst
Route®¥™ Cars run to the 1
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